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Borough Improvement League House
Formerly Franklin Sohool

401 Middlesex Avenus

Metuchen, Middlesex County, New Jersey

Owner: The Trustees of the Borough Improvement
League

Date of Erection: 1808

Architect:

Builder:

Preosent Condition: Good; restored

Number of Stories: One and one-<half with cupola

Materials of Construction: PFoundation - fileldstone
with concrets foobing

Exterior walls -~ frame
construction, beveled
wood siding, brick £illed
between studs

Interior walls -~ plaster,
exposed framing in Bide and
end walls

Inalde and outside brick
chimneys

Roof = pltch, slate over
old wood shingles, tower
wood construction
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Historical Data:

In 1805 the only school houss in the
Borough of Metuchen was sbout two milss out of
town on the old road to New Brunswick. Some
of the citizens of the towr decided That =
school building in the heart of the town was
needed. BMr, John Harned donated a plecs of
land on condition that the property and the
building srscted thereson should bs kept for a
gchool. Each citizen interested decided to
donate some portion of the building msterlial.

The frame of ths building was cut
out of timbsrs from nearby woodg. The beams
are the logs which were hand-hewn on the
premises. The rough workmanshlp was done by
the citizens who donated the matsrial. The
carpenter hired to ralse the bullding refused
pay when he learned that the building was to
be usad as a school.

The school was opensd in June, 1807
and functioned as a aschool untll 1872 when s
new two story bullding was erected, The older
building fell iInto decay.

At the beginning of the twentleth
century a Civic League was formed in Metuchen
and the o0ld school house was decldsd upon as
a meeting place. In 1906 negotiations were
opened for the purchase of the properity.
After ths purchase 1t was reconditionsde.
Originally the building consisted of two rooms;
the partitlions were removed, and the roof was
shored and rebraced. At ons end of the room
thus formed was an inglencok with bookcases
and a fireplacs; at the other end s ralsed
platform opening Into a small kitchen znd
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dressing room., In 1922 the bullding was
redscorated; the kitchen modernized and
footlights and curtains added, giving the
room a theatrical touch.
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